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EARTHQUAKES | « Toltn of the " 


righteous Anger of Gop. 


A 


SERMON 


Preached at the Old-Brick-Meeting- 
Houſe ip BOS TON, the Lord's-Day 
after the terrible Earthquake, which 
ſuddenly awoke us out of our Sleep 
in the Morning of the 18h of Vo» 


vember, 1755. 
t 


By Clarks Chaney, D. D. 


One of the Ne of the f Ciirch in faid Tens. | 
The Earth ſhook and Pn" e he nwas —_ 
King Dav 19. 


Knowing the Terrors of the Lond, we per, Men. _ 
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it, 207 221 12 
hich removeth the M ountains, and 
they know not; which overturneth the 
Earth in his Angie; ; which 422 
the Earth out of her- Place, and and the 
Pillars thereof . tremble. N 


HE ſhaking of the earth; Mah wit ay 
T >« degree, is one of the moſt awful events 
all nature. It is attended with danger, 
which none can either withſtand, avoid, or make 


10 * „ „ 


igh or Jow, geh or pobr, hol ne row old or 

| tis therefore an occurrence that is ſingularly 

Ke the mind with ſurprize; and whether we will ar 
Io, it alarms our fears, and awakens in us a quick and 


pangont 


6 Ged  ſoaketh the Earth 
nt Lal of the & wid een of; 
: 5 1 . thoſe who have-mock't 
t at uction, hereby rouſed into 
aſtoniſhment. Even the — are affected 
with a kind 2 horror, and v ery ſignificant! 4 expreſs 
it by their dolorous den th} not 
22 ſounds. . ANY * NN 
Of this we had a very bed bn the laf 
week, when God Dn nd: 2125 awoke us out 
of our ſleep, by terribly ſhaking = = We were 
all thrown into a ſtate of trembling. Horror took 
hold of us, and we were afraid. of. this tremendoys 
jadgment of God; not knowing but we ſhould ſink 
down quick into ſome deep cavern below, or be buried 
in the ruins of our own” dene May we never 
forget the diſtreſs of that awful morking, and our de- 
liverance out of it! 

It is with a view to aſſt both you, — my 
making a wiſe and religious im ſo extfaor 
dinary a providence, that I have Deleted: thiscext to ems 

oy our preſent meditations. It obviouſly contains two 
things well worthy of dur ſpecial notice, namely; 

I. That 'tis GOD who maketh the eor/h\ts Bake 

, | | * * illars thereof to tremble. 
9 | bat he ondinarily.does this in ci of ; bi 
| . E. | 
WV | I. Tis 'GoD who makerh the tarth to Hale wn 
ö GL. FRO: 
-2 | & 2 And this he does 2 by an immediate money 
| of his almighty. power, or by. concurring wi 
1 ſecond — . fitted, in the natural courle. of "of 
#3 operation, to produce ſo wonderful an effect. 
There, may have been miraculous earthq 
earthquakes that took. riſe from the immediate 


ſs en earthquakes which 


Dai 


becanſe he is; ang 7 


paſſage thro” the 9. and the river Jordan, com- 
Benteed þ the P/almift, Palm. 114. might be of 
this fort. e carthg uake, which ſwallow'd up Ce- 
rab and company, 7 Numb, 16. 30—33, 
de another inſtance of the ſame kind. 80 when 
God of 1/rae! deſcended on Sinai, and publiſhed his 
Law from thence, it mi ight be e that the 
whole mount qua led ges Exod. 19 1 
to this wonderful event 5 Pluimilt By Pfal. PS 7 
T he earth ſhook,the beavens alſo dropped at the preſence 
of God : even Sinai itſelf, was moved at the pre 
of God, the God of Tſrael. And of the fame Ca l 
might be the earthquake which £00 pened at the eruci- 
fixion of our Lord, f. poken of i in þ language, Matt. 
29. 51. And behold, e vail of the temple was rent 
in twain, from the top to the bottom ; and the Earth did 
quake, and the rocks rent: And that alſo which was felt 
at his reſurrection, recorded in thoſe words, N 28. 2, 
And behold, there was  @ great earthquake. . Theſe. 
earthquakes, tis obſervable, were all produced if an, 
age 0 miracles, at a time when the great God, in other, 
inſtances, exerted | his immedigte almigh power ; for. 
which reaſon it may probably eno? be uppoled, d that 
theſe alſo were eſſected by a ſupernatural. © 
ut more commonly e great God als 85 
tcond Cauſes | in the producten of earthquakes; ex 
erting - his power, not immediately, but by concurrin \ 
with 5 5. There are ſtores of them, wy Ns. 
in he bod 5 "hs Te Bat knoweſt chou, 8 
t are, or operate to the 

of the Loring ng ev? ? E 


the ori men of keting; = . 
F e . ie hoe | 
170 ophers too, perhaps, . of juſtly 

be ranked amohg thoſe maryellous ones, which cumôt 


b morale, and in crtemplation on Or 
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God is great; and we Ine him not The noiſe of his 
voice, in the deep caverns of the earth, who can e 
lain! That amazin power, which cauſes the earth, 
a circle of —_— of miles, to quiver and tremble, 
or undulate in waves like thoſe of the ſea,” who can 
underſtand ! But tho? we can't e into the ſecret 
ſprings of an extenſive" tetrible earthquake ; yet we 
have no reaſon to think, but that it takes riſe from ſuf. 
ficient fecond Cauſes, in common with the other phaes 
nomena of nature: Only theſe cauſes muſt always be 
conſidered as having the rt Cauſe of all fot 
their director and Governor. The ſhakin the 
earth, in every inſtance, is bro't to paſs under the fy 
intending guidance, and alraighty concurrence, of ihe 
ſu preme regent of nature. Second Cauſes may, while 
working in a natural way, produce this effect; but 
ſtill God is more a great eal the cauſe of chem than 
they. Twas he who at firſt eſtabliſn'd the laws of 
nature, giving to all ſecond cauſes their reſpectiye 
yers of operation, and aſſigning to them their ſeveral 
pheres of acting. Tis he who u holds them all in 
and operation; for by him do all things conliſt, 
being he who concyrd with them in their influence, 


WU as that without him they could not act at all, — 


Tk he pig ae and goyerns all their motions aa 
and ſo over. rules them, as that: | 
ey moe #07 exert ag Foes e in this, or. that ook 
this or that deg] 5 lf a be Dee, e 


So that tho”. are fairy 
e Fug, bs ecu 


Fable a 


them +. 
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od 
uleth the earth, "ts 2 Ln mn ene e wi Ther 
the la in which the pi pious P/a/mift has ta 
1 to ff an earthquake, geln 60 l, 2,0 | 
01 Jo male the earth to vremble, So; when he 

8 6 in lch würd W 
he looketh on the earth, ws 
rep ay be te * 8 the bills, and ibey ſmoke. 


beyond all Neon Cauſer ts | 


uakes, carries our tho'ts 
* vom of Cope of ll ing : Which removeth 
be mountains ; which overturneth them in bis anger; 
bich fhaketh the earth out of her place, and the pillars 
bereof” tremble. Agreable whereto is that of the pro- 
het, l And the 'Lord of hoſts is be vhat 
nicherh the lan and it hall nt; Tad Pell riſe op 
belly lite a lud; 42 1 it mall with a 
otion like that of the wayes in a flood it would 
needleſs to enlarge here. Tou are all, I believe, 
the Kg „ N 
eden e. 
eee WE ox even to the motion of a ph 
, and the F of a bir from off our heads ; 
bach more to 


Lot of — which! make it to tremble. 
. The oe | 


CO PEASTASSESRRY FF 


S . 


eden 


25 


e manner, holy ob, ſpeaking in my <A pin BY 


"lene coneulſont in the deep . 


10 Gad:ſhaketh the: Earth 
and-fix your eye on God as the ſupreme author. 
dreadful exrnhqtwke that Then fill d you with 
and encourage in _ minds the moſt lively . 
henſions both of his, power and, gondnaſi, which, were 
eminently e at * time, taking Gare, 
him theſe religious aeknowle that are his Jos 
| There is, perhaps, no work in the kingdom of 
vidence, that renders. the Lact God more awful 
glorious, than this of his terribly ſhaking the ear 
under us, and our houſes over us. "A moſt, marvellous 
diſplay is hereby made of his almighty power. Hoy 
weak — feeble do all creatures * in compariſon 
with him | If he does but touch the mountains, they 
tremble ; the hills, and they are-moyed. at his pres 
ſence | One of the firſt tho'ts that ariſes, in the, mind, 
upon the ſhock of an earthquake, is that, the-Lord 
is a mighty God ; what God is there in the heaven, 
or in the earth, that can do according to his works;and 
according to his 'might” ? Let us, from what we faw, 
and felt,in the late earthquake,entertainin our hearts a 
awakened apprehenſion of him as clothed with power 
and be in a diſpoſition to fall down before him with 
ſuch religious acknowledgmentsinour mouths as thoſe, 
Thou art great, O Lord; there is none like thee, 
neither is there any God beſides che; + 198 haſt 
' a mighty arm,and Arengeh is by rae ed : Joe 
us fear t 


bend th Ke, be 15 PLord God, hoſe i To 
this great and whoſe 1s +. 
er, and 88 the majeſty ; who can do 
whatſoever he pleaſes in heaven,and earth,and all 
places, and in a moment, — en 
as well as bodies, and this why "aa 

The goodneſs of God has likewiſe been w 
fully manifeſted in this event of providence. £9 
— elſe can it be aſcribed, that, NS he ſo a 


Khoak ove han, eee 


| 4 : : ; * 
Geoatuſerhe is angry) 6 
L did chis, as iht ſhould not be ſnattered o 

— ery ene Hew eaſy would 


— deen wich hi to have 2 has impetus 
hich cauſed the earth to 21 had wed 


e 
r — merey of God, to which alone it is owing, 
not conſumed... How ſhould Sinners, ſuch i in. 
. Al who are conſcious to themſelves that —— 
— ſo, acknowledge and adore this pa- 
weren which be lengrhaned cu 
beir lives, andethebr — for repentance . 
arth in its late agitation, —— 
u up in ſome vide chaſm, or or put an end to your lives 
— cruſh. of your falling houſes, where had v 
x now Whither, wenld your wy haye gone? 
D P maſt impatune coqury oh be tut to 
er ers are er gra ot wii the 
mercy] And g by make 
with him, ? Jeſus 
ate a peace ws fafery, with reſpeRt to another ER 
and. it will now! be Lell with you; hould Godever fo 
. you hence to be here no 
more. But I are well dam h other obſeryae 
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{ 


N 


$ 


» Gel kh the Bare 


Fer other ends ' beſides his diſpleaſurs.:! /;; 
Sometimes he may have had it inview decker bd 
on infinite graarneſi and majeſty.' This ſccme 0 
r ſox of his making die 
— terribly to ſhake,when he publiſk'd the hr fran 
97 kh the Fri It was not becauſe he was now 
Jul nation ; for he was forming: 

en, e whe bi and bis judgments un- 
to Iſrael; and them, in a way of faxiouty 
beyond what he h ever r 


| But it decatue: the divine 
kal 8e * 


e ts TOI = 


pk rub his more 3 
2 * deliverance of his y a ee: 
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mo a RSz$873 8 


3 
For that their deſtruction was by 
is very plain from thoſe words, in Exod, 
ou flirettbed/t out thy right hand, and the earth 

inten · 


his tft, 


lend in merey maſe Sera of 
to vindicate meir 


e egen 


werpaſſemblea's : Upon which. it e 
4 31. they were all filled wth tWOR Ghoſt: wn 


quake , ve | c 

at his profonce 3- Je 1 — a 
therein. "Who cen e big indignation # 
who can obus in {ys uf dis wrath ?.- Hs 


ach vc ab cr bas od 5 P22, bar 


heaven is angry, when we behold him 
re into ſuch a ſtate; as that — 
as though all over convulſed ? This indeed is the 
ſentiment of all hearts, ai ſuch an awfulitimes Who 
is there that ĩs not filled with concern, from an ap 
ehenſion uf the great God as angry: Hlowido-ol 
fly in our faces? How conſcious are we of 
—— leſt God ſhould be about to en 
ecute upon us the fierceneſs of his wrath? There 
learqe a ſinner fo! proſligat and abandoned, but fear- 
fulneſs now takes hold of him; and 3 
leſs he was: before of God, he now: rimlifcsehis being 
bligatigns sto him, and cant! ttembling at" 
thought, chat he ig . 
to rake . b | 
is when the 


: 
* 
* 


„be. u AER eien 
patative lu ligt, and ; with no bad effects 
men mann nat loolt upon i at leaſt not iaanſider w it 
28 an enge f Ge, dit pleaſure ; but its 
ons are ſometimes fo — and the effects 2008 
ing:therdupon ſo diſmal, a8 to convince all, even the 
maſt obdirate, that Godis, and that be is. diſple ; 
yea, filled with 1 Bleſſed be we, in 
this land, have not as yet been, viſited with — 
duales chat have — more; than ſolemnly: wats 
ned us; — y have often been ſent upon other 

places; notonly. filling men's minds with borriy 

conſternation, not only to the thrawing down hetg 

and there a houſe, and taking away here . N 
* 
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ife; kr $6. 


e moments, b 
his be, and T7 

anger { Wh 

fall Von oe! that 


is dif] pleaſed? War, 


But you ot fb what the reaſon of 
a anger of God? . Why 
b it ſtirred up? 

To this I would ſay, when the prophet Hebathub 
aw the tents of Cuſban in affiiftion, and the land of 
idian in a Nate of trembling, he at once concluded, 
that God was angry; but, at the ſame time, was far 
rom imagining, that it Was at the inanimate | earth, 


. ww - DD ox Nr T7. 


gainſt the rrvers ® Was thine « 72 againſt the ri- 
ers? Was thy wrath againſt t 


ve { 


arth, or Ve! Ne ia ca le 
AY it is i 
earth, W 


w, oppoſes "his will, affronts his ſovereign ignty \re- 
contempt upon his government, and. brings con- 


into t] . * this a 


—— . 


amines ences are. * of in — a the 
great * of God put they are neither of New ' 
0. be compared with. Se . Theſe, of 

od's judicial diſpen n{ations, are the moſt terrible "I 
nd the uren a righteeus anger. 


Says he, chapter ii. ver. 8. Mas the Lord 4 1 gd 
es Far be it 


From the all- wile God to res . 9 i 
* in the figura- 


ground, and.the only moral by 
Food: ip ach en] pou: of be wet 
Puke and . 2 this chat tranſpreſſeth his 
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HEREFORE is the anger 
prapee ord What 425. 7 
e We | Hs Did 


he no fl 8 

anger 

ia a fel 

nge "Ws hs ane e em; 1 A e thin] 

Eaſdnable to point ter out 

> rm worthy of your mf f en cothly 

| N. 

The ſins included in che term, PTY. have 

Jo offended God, as thir he his e tis anger 

them by an earthquate. I me ſins 
A Ay are the ſits, in ſpecial, which occa- 

foned the firlt F 

fe bible”; arid 01 one it was. 10 

know, e dan and Gomorrha wert 

yon Know allo, What Tullden and terrible deftrue: 

Noa Co trite A MERA ane the, fire 

and brimſtone, - Which Gall rained on them from Yew 

ven, there was a H Bu of Be earth, 14 

theſe forticators, atid adtilterds, 3nd ubuſers 

&tves With tnankind; were N 

The manner in which The ſer Gee 


to our tart unte anh 
e 
| oe and Hts. 7 
— peking af Un 


MACE dere 


becauſe be is angry. 


with a of nl — — miles arti 
. were not only dures, bu alſdyfht 
down ; and in the place where they ſtood, there is now 
a nauſeous lake, called the dead, or ſal fea : And it 
remains to this day. 

I will not preſume to determine, that it was for the 
ſins comprehended in wncleaneſs, in diſtinction from 
others, that God was the laſt week terribly 
to ſhake the earth; but this I will venture to ſay,that 
as theſe fins are  ſhamefully prevalent all over the 
land, and em y in this town, we might do well 
to eſteem ovtſelves warned of God againſt unc leanneſi, 
in all its various branches, and call'd upon to flee theſe 
— left, after the FRO Fat Sodom, _— 

] ſer forth as an exam e, for giving ves 
over to fornication, and : elk. 
a ſin, has threat- 


Sabbath-breaking is 
ned to teſtify againſt by ſhaki 1 1 den. 
2 1 10 * 


Err 

elves in that Pro ele 

neu / moon be bar wwe ma 2 cars the 
bath, that we eng ſet forth . ? And then Cows 
an awful denunciton From God, 7.8, 2 6 


hath ſworn by the exc of T will 
not forget —— of their or. „HE trem- 
ble for this ? | | 
And taadwonke be hay been fo Gonrals! : 
his diſpleaſure at the violation of his. Sokhat 17 
tis — of 1 —— Pon A froth Sine!, and with 


ever before, or ſince, pu . 
— nv WA law, the due 
ode hewi, Apo mo OO 
e 


behaviour in the world. And it ſeldom happens, but 


of greater importance, than many may be ready to 


6 ſteem a part of the ſabbath, we were yet again alarmed 


18 God ſbalerb the Earth 


men are ſaeredly careful to ſanctify the Sabbirh in 
their hearts, cloſers, and families, as well as in the place 
of public worſhip, it will have an happy influence on 
their general temper and conduct, to render them 
.amiable and lovely : Whereas, if they have upon their 
minds no ſerious ſenſe of Sabbath-/an#ification, and 
make little or no difference between Lord's-Days, and 
other days, neglecting religion in themſelves and fami- 
hes, as well as in the ſanctuary; or attending on ſab- 
bath- duties in a formal ſuperficial manner, the ſame 
unhallow'd ſpirit will be likely te run thro? their whole 


men are looſe and prophane in other regards, if they 
are ſo with reſpect to the Sabbath. This therefore of 
remembring the ſabbath- day to keep it holy, is a duty 


m__ a AS and Gi > i<©o r . e a a an 


imagine; and the neglecting, or prophaning, the day 
by idleneſs, recreation, 9 worldly employ- 
ments, is highly diſpleaſing to God: And we may the 
rather think ſo, becauſe he has threatned this ſin with 
ſo awful a judgment. | | 

And fuffer me to remind you here, it was on the 
evening of the ſabbach, about eight and twenty years 
ago, that we were ſurprized wih the moſt fearful 
earthquake that was ever before known in the coun- 
ny ; it was on a ſabbath- day alſo, and while in the 
place of worſhip, that we were again ſurprized, about 
ten years ſince, with a like, tho' more moderate, ſhak- 
ing of che earth; and the laſt evening, which we e- 


e 1 _-= my 


4 


with an agitated earth. Ought we not to take occa- 
ſion from hence to reflect upen our Sabbath-ſins as 
8 yoking to God? May we not learn the 
meaning of the threatning in providence by the timeing 
of it? Are not our the'ts naturall pointed to the 
diſhonor we have done God, by st ing that law 
ef his which binds us to fanctify the 2 It 


among us with that conſcience and care, 
reaſonably be expected, conſidering our high profeſſi- 
ons to regard it as a day to the Lord. Are not man 
too ready to ſay with the Jews, in the text we | 
now mentioned, when will the ſabbath be gone, that 
we may go about our worldly. buſineſs? Are not many 
as free to take their diverſions on this day, as on any 
other? Do not many neglect che public worſhip on 
this day, and take as little care to cultivate religion 
in their families, or in their own fouls? We have cer- 
tainly reaſon, we eſpecially of this town, to call our 
ſelves to account for our breaches of the holy ſab- 
bath, to conſider of our paſt omiſſions of duty, and 
3 of ſin, and to humble ourſelves herefor 
before God: Nor would this be a miſimprove- 
ment of the preſent diſpenſation of God. | 
Pride is another fin God has teſtified his anger a- 
gainſt by earthquakes. To this purpo 
the * 10 ü. 12, 17, 21. For the day of the 
Lord of hoſts fhall be upon every one that is proud, 
and lofty ; and upon every one that is lifted up : And 
he /hall be brought low. And the loftineſs of man 


ſhall be bowed down, and the haughtineſs of man ſhall 


be made low ; and the Lord alone ſhall be exalted in 
o_ ,—when he ſhall ariſe to ſhake terribly the 
earth, . | 
And *tis no more than might be expected, that 
God ſhould thus ſignify his diſpleaſure againſt the ſin 
of pride, For tis a fin that God has mentioned by 
name, and ſpoken of as an abomination to him. And 
tis the ſource of moſt other ſins. Tis this that 
gives riſe to that exttavagance of dreſs, and thoſe trou- 
leſome, not to ſay indecent faſhions, which thedaugh- 
ters of Zion ſo generally run into: Tis this that puts 


fo . well as pro- 
2 f , a 
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becauſe be it angry. 19 
It cannot be pretended, that the ſabbath is obſerved | 


ſe is that of 
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poſes men to imagine, chat even God himſelf has as 


. lance by deceit : Here is the more fly and artful way 
follows the threatning, in the 8th verſe, {ball not the 
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ſtation, in expenſive living ; the end whereof 
fv ce pdt map poverty in a little time, if 
they don't grow more humble: Tis this that leads 
men to think more highly of - themſelves than 


| they deſerve, and to treat their neighbours with ſuch 


inſolence and contempt : In a word, tis this that dif- 


t a regard for them, as they have for themſelves, 
Dy which means they are diſcontented and unthankful. 
We might properly take occaſion to conſider wherein, 
we may have Goin chargeable with this vice, in any 
— its branches, that we may bumble our ſelves there 
or, repent, and no more, in this way, excite the 
of God *. +. * * 
Unrighteouſneſs is another fin ſtill, which God has 
threatened with an earthquake; however it be com- 
mitted, whether by downright oppreſſion and violence, 
or the . ſecret arts of fraud and * Theſe 
wa iſhoneſt dealing are particularly mentioned 
* moral ground of God's cauſing the earth to 
tremble, by the Amos. He ſpeaks, in the 
third chapter of his propheſy, ver. 4. 6, of thoſe who 
Fwallowed up the needy, _ bought the poor . for 
ver: Here is cruel extortion, downright oppi 
In the 6th ver. he ſpeaks of thoſe who the ts 
phah ſmall, and the ſbekel great; falſifying the bak 


of tricking - and cheating in commerce, And now 


land tremble for this ? | 
Me may poſlibly think it a matter 05 00 rent 
e may 


portance, whether we are honeſt, or not. 

eſteem honeſty nothing more than a pagan virtue 

But we ought to know, that a real principle of righ- 

teouſneſs is a chriſtian grace, and of abſolute and indi 

penſible neceſſity. Our Saviour has faid, F/batſaever 
| "2" 
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c would that men ſhould do to yau, d ye the ſame to 
hem : Nor unleſs we are, in ſome. good meaſure, 
formed to ſuch a temper as this, are we the 
ame of chriſtians? Righteouſnels, in all its branches 
owards our neighbour, as well as towards God, is 
hat we muſt practiſe; or we ſhall certainly expoſe 
purſelyes to that anger of heaven, which may cauſe 
he earth to tremble and ſink under us. This may be 
ſpecially worthy of our conſideration;in ſuch a day of 
awful rebuke as this is; and the rather, becauſe it 
may be feared, whether unrighteouſneſs, open or ſe- 
cret; in the ways of violence, er under the diſguiſe 
of art, is not emphatically the fin of New-England 
in general, and of this T own in particular. Says the 
prophet, Ia. v. 6. Mo unto them that join houſe, 10 
houſe, and field to field! He is ſpeaking of thoſe 
who do it by unfair means, in the me of diſho- 
neſty. The reaſon of this Woe follows in the 25th 
wth T he hills did tremble, and their carcaſes were 
torn in the midſt of the ſtreets ; that is, by the falling 
of ſcattered pieces of- the houſes upon them. i. 
Moreover, Drunkenneſs is another ſin, it might be 
expected, God would viſit with an earthquake. Reel 
ing too and fro is the characteriſtic of one that is 
drunk. And *tis obſervable, the prophet, when de- 
ſcribing an earthquake, ſpeaks of it in much the ſame 
language. Fer. xxiv. 19, 20. T he earth is moved ex» 
ceedingly, the earth ſhall reel to and fro like «a Drunk» 
ard, and ſhall be removed like a cojtage. But the man» 


ner of motion in an earthquake, the analogy between 
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this judgment and drunkenneſs, is not the only reaſon 
we have to think, that hi is a ſin God would teſtify 
againſt, Ir is mentioned, by name, in ſcripture, eſpe» 
cially when committed in company, and with noiſie 
yain merriment, as that which will to the woe 
of an earthquake. Jan, v. vt, 12. ———_ . 
x riſe 


22 God ſhaketh the Earth 


riſe up early in the morning, that they may folly 
ſtrong arins ; that continue until night, till wine en 
fame them. And the harp, and the viol ; the tabre 
and the pipe, and Twine, are in their feaſts : But 
regard not the work of the Lord ; neither conſider 
operation f his hands, The threatning follows, 
the 25th verſe, Therefore is the anger of the Lan 
kindled againſt his people, and the hills did tremble, 
— An awakening eonſideration this to the people d 
New-England ! among whom there are ſo many, d 
whom it may with truth be ſaid, that they follon 
ſtrong drink, and continue at it till they are enflamel 
it. How general is the practice of drinking h 
exceſs ? What large quantities of ſpirituous liquon 
are there conſumed in this land, and in this town 
Do not many of our people ſpend too much of thei 
time, and too much of their ſubſtance, in taverns! 
Are there none of them that walk in rioting and 
drunkenneſs, in addition to chambering and wanton- 
neſs ? Have we never ſeen drunkards reeling to 'and 
fro in the ſtreets, as we have paſſed along? And can 
it be thought ſtrange, if God, in teſtimony againſt thi 
enormous vice, ſhould cauſe the earth to reel alſo! 
And it were well for ſinners, in this kind, if this wa 
all they might expect from a provoked God. But 
far from being ſo. They are particularly marked, in 
the revelations of ſcripture, as perſons that ſnall be 
excluded heaven; as we read, 1 Car. vi. 9. Drunk 
ards ſhall not inherit the kingdom of God : Nor is this 
the worſt of their caſe; for unleſs they repent in 
time, they ſhall have their part, as it is declared, 
Rev. xxi. 8, in the lake that burneth with fire and 
brimſtone. | „ 
In fine, Enmity to Chriſt, and ill treatment of him, 
has been teſtified againſt by an earthquake, The next 
| thing recorded after the death of our Saviour, which 
Fes 
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as bro't about by the hatred and malice of the Jews 
gainſt his perſon, and religion, is that, Matt. 27. 51, 
T be earth did quake, and the rocks rent. It might be 
do honour to Chriſt, as the Son of God and Saviour 
men, that the earth groaned, and trembled, when 
de gave up the ghoſt; but his deſign alſo, in this event, 

t this particular time, no doubt, was, to ſignifyhis high 
lilpleaſure at the Jews, who, oy icked hands, had 
rucified and flew the Lerd of glory. And if we 
Juſtify their conduct by our hatred of him; if we neg- 
left his great ſalvation ; if we refuſe him who has 
ſpoken to us from heaven; if we reject his perſon and 
ounſel ; and if, by obſtinately continuing in thoſe 


'h 

on Wins for the expiation of which he died, we virtually 
i {Wcrucify him afreſh, and put him to open ſhame :— 
en chall not we alſo be juſtly liable to the reſentments of 
6 God? and would it be any wonder, if he ſhould teſti- 


fy his anger, by viſiting us with the ſhocks of an earth - 
quake? While we refuſe to have this man to reign 
over us, and expreſs our diſregard to him by our un- 
belief and diſobedience, we are in danger not only 
of judgments in this world, but ef the, dam- 
nation of hell. O that we had upon our minds a 
due ſenſe of this! And that we might herefrom be. 
awakened to a | ight to Chriſt, in the Goſpel 
way | We ſhall then be ſafe from evil here, and ſecure 
from the divine wrath hereafter. © . | 
Enough, I believe, has now been ſaid to ſatisfy us, 
that the anger of God is that which excites him to 
ſend earthquakes ; as alſo to point out thoſe =; whieh 
may eminently be the of his diſp , teſti- 
by theſe judicial r R 
And now, from what has been diſcourſed, may we 
S y with his people in this 
tou and land When he eth the earth, tis becauſe 
he is angry: And why eee, 
5 2 
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of our houſholds. Our children and ſervants. ar 


| knowledged in them, as might reaſonably be expecteſ 


committed in the land ? We have riſen up, in our g 


Save done evil exceedingly in his Gght; We are is 

deed, to an high degree of 

neb,vorldneh dikonely | 
2 ; 
cought.nor-to be ſo mu among chriſtians. 


|. 3 


earth whichtrembles : no; but at the ſins of the peny 
who dwell on it. And as we are a ſinful and degenery 
e, we have all the reaſon in the world to c 
elude, tis becauſe God is angry with us for our fix 
that he has thus aroſe to ſhake terribly the earth ung 
us, and our houſes over us: Nor need we be at at 
loſs to know what the fins are, that have excited | 
diſpleaſure, and the manifeſtations of it, in this » 

againſt us. The ſins of Sodom are to be found, eve 
in this land of Goſpel- light and advantages. We 

as weary of the Lord's ſabbat bs, and as remiſs and ne 
ligent in our attendance on the duties proper to then 
as were the Jews of old. We are become ſhamefi 
defective in the government, inſtruction and teligia 


many of them vile, and we reſtrain them not. G0 
the founder of our families, is not ſo generally 


conſidering the example of our fathers. There 4 
many houſes, it may be feared, eſpecially in thi 
town, in which the worſhip of God is not upheld; 


in which, perhaps, ſcarce ever a prayer was put up u 
8 what ſins are there aye. 
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ither's ſtead, s generation that know not the Lord, thi 


IG Iten! 
be, but he ſhould be angry with us. We may depend, 
aur earth was terribhy ſhook, becauſe be was :wrotl. 
Wie were, in the moral ſenſe, ripe for this awful;lg 
ment: And tis a wonder of mercy, the. fare wich 


of 


1. 


becauſe be is angry. =? 


ren'd in its degree, ſo as to bury us in their ruins. This 
had certainly the caſe, had God dealt with us ac- 
cording to our deſerts. Bleſſed, forever bleſſed, be hi 


owing to this, and to this only, that we were not involved, 
a3 other places have often been, in ſudden and gene- 
ral deſtruction. | 5 
What therefore remains, but that we immediately 
endeavour, by repentance, to remove away the 
of God's difpleature, That is the voice of the ſhaking 
we have heard and felt, Repent, and turn from your 
0 tranſgreſſions, that ſo iniquity may not be your ruin. 
And this is the voice alſo of the other 3 
of divine providence at this day. To day therefore, 
while it is called to day, let us hear God's voice, and 
not hearden our hearts, nor ſuffer them to be hardened 
thro” the deceitfulneſs of ſin. The call is univerſal : 
It extends to Churches,to Courts, to Colleges, toSchools, 
to Families, to the ubole land; and to all orders, ages, 
and conditions of perſons in it; to high and low, rich 
and poor, old and young ; to all without exceptien, or 
diſcrimination : And it were to*be wiſhed, that we 


would all, in our reſpective places, pay a due regard 
to it; that the reformation may. be general, It would 
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and ſay, I hat have I done! How far am I charge- 


upon ſerious enquiry, be conſcious of having tranſ- 
gelſed againſt the Lord, we ſhould immediately re- 
pent, and amend our doings which have not been right, 
and make it.our care, for the time to come, to obey 
all God's „whether they relate to our duty, 
to our (ov gs ah ſelves, or one another. Nothing 
ſhon'of a general thorough change of our manne 

mould fatisfy us; for nothing ſhort of this will af- 
ford us juſt ground of hope for a change in the diſ- 
penlations of Gd. D e 


Senn 


name, that in wrath he remembred mercy. It was 


be well, ſhould we each one fmite upon his own breaſt, - 
able with the public ile? And wherein we may, 
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Are any of you, my friends, walking in the way 


of your own hearts, and in the ſight of your eyes, | 


thoughtleſs of God, and of the great concerns of re 
ligion ; let me befecch you, as you love your lives, # 
you love your ſouls, inſlantly to come to a ſtop'in 
your career in ſm. How dare you provoke that glo- 


rious powerful being, ho removeth the mountains in 


Vis anger, and maketh the pillars of the earth to tren- 
ble ! How amazing is your boldneſs! How ſtupid 
your folly ! Haſt thou an arm like God? Canſt thou 
reſiſt that power, 20h1ch ſhaketh the foundations of the 
earth © Canſt thou bear that indignation, hich aver. 
turneth the mountains, and ſets univerſal nature 2 
trembling ?. Canſt thou eſcape that preſence, which 
dwells in the moſt ſecret caverns 'of the earth, and 
commands all the materials of deſtruction that are 
lodged there? Oh! who can ſtand before this migh- 
ty Lord God? Behold ! he ſetteth upon the circle of 
the earth, and none can ſtay his hand! He maketh the 
earth to ſhake and tremble, and moveth the foundati* 
ons of the hills, becauſe he is wroth ! And will you 
be fearleſs of ſo great and dreadful a God, in com- 
pariſon with whom the inhabitants of the world are an 
graſhoppers ; yea, © nothing, an leſs than mthing l 
Wal you riſe up in rebellion apainſt his ſovereign au- 
thority, defying his power, and diring his vengeance? 
Oh! be adviſed * i quickly with this almighty 
adverſary. Be inceſſant in your prayers, and enden 
vours, in the uſe of all appointed means, that you ma 
be humbled, reformed, and thoroughly convert 


And give yourſelves no eaſe, till you have had that. 
moral change accompliſhed in you; which will make 
you the friends of God, and ſecure your ſafety, tho? 
the earth ſhould be removed, and the mountains be cars 
ried into the midſt of the ſeas — 
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Were none of you, the other morning, in anxiety and 
concern of mind, from an 28 of God ag 
angry with 2 ? When you felt the earth ſo au fully 
ſhaking under you, and your houſes over you, threat · 
ning you with immediate deſtruction, did you not 
perceive alſo the agitations of an accuſing conſcienee? 
ere none of your ſins then brought to your remem- 
brance? Did none of them fly in your faces? Had 
you in your hearts no fear of the Almighty? I can- 
not ſuppoſe, but you were moſt of you ſtruck with an 
awful dread of the power and majeſty of God; and 
I can't but hope, that ſome of you tho't within your 
ſelves, that, if ſhould ſpare you, and give you 
22 therefor, you would, without delay, ſet 
about the neceſſary work of repentance, and ſerving 
him. I cannot but hope, that one and another of you 
came into ſome. ſuch pious reſolution as that, whererm 
I have done iniquity, 1 will do no more. If I now 
ſpeak the inward ſenſe and feeling of any of yous 


not unſeaſonable; if I urge «ard a care to che- 
riſn ſuch good impreſſions as theſe,and to guard agaigiſt 
every thing that may have a tendency to eraſe them 


as the morning cloud, and the early: dew, ꝛ:bbield ſoon 
paſi away. This was too much the caſe about eight 
and twenty years ago, when God aroſe, and ſhook 
the earth more terribly than had been known in the 
land before. The fears of multitudes were then a» 


a reformation ;/ and, for a while, were externally v 
ſerious and devout :- But they ſoon loſt, the impreſſi- 
ons of piety, forgot their good reſolutions, and retur- 


thoroughly humbled; and turned from their fing to 
God ; But, for the generality, their goodneſs was no: 
wy - thing 


minds, in that awful hour, as I truſt Ido; thinſt it 


out of your minds: Otherwiſe your goodneſs will be 


larmed ; they called on God; made fair promiſes of 


ned to their former folly. Some, I wauld hope, were 


them, all their concern about the one thing needful, 


and you need not then be afraid, let what will come: 


his commandments. Some ſuch, we would hope, 


Number! To you I would ſay, your fate is happy: 
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thing more than a tranſient buſineſs. As the earth 
grew quiet, their fears went off, and, together with 


And muſt it not be ſaid of ſome, notwithſtanding the 
horrible anguiſh they were then in, that they aftes 
wards turned out abandoned ſinners . The latter en 
was much worſe with them than the beginning. La 
me therefore beſeech you in the bowels of Chil 
Jeſus, and in his name, to make a wiſe and good im- 
provement of the warning God is now giving you, 
and the fear and concern you may herefrom have ex 
cited in you. Cultivate the ſerious ſenſe you have of 
God and religion on your minds. Be earneſt in your 
prayers to the throne of grace, for thoſe aſſiſtance 
you will need. Take care you don't grieve the god 
ſpirit of God.—With the ailor, who was made to 
tremble by the earthquake, which ſhook the priſon he 
had the charge of, enquire with a becoming ſollicitude 
of ſoul, „ bat ſball I do to be ſaved? And do not 
reſt fatisfied, until you have been enabled, under the 
influence of the divine ſpirit, to believe in the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt : And, to your faith, add all other chi: 

jan graces, and live in the daily exerciſe of them; 


For you are prepared for all events, whether of time, 
or eterniyyx. : | 
Though I ſhould be thought tedious, I ſhall, upon 


this occaſion, addreſs a few words to thoſe, who have 
made God their fear, and are walking in the way of 


there are among us. The good Lord increaſe then 


The ſupreme regent of nature, through Jefas Chriſt, 
is your friend. His perfections are all d on 
your behalf. When you hear the noiſe, and feel the 
Mock of an earthquake, you have no reaſon to be 
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diſmayed. Let not Jour hearts be troubled ; you be- 
lieve in God, you believe in Feſus Chriſt. You ought 


of the power and majeſty of God: But you ought 
not to have upon 2 minds a ſlaviſn fear and dread. 
It is below your character, and hope; and will argue 
a low degree of faith; at leaſt, that you have not 
faith in exerciſe. Your chief concern ſhould be, to 
take occaſion, from ſuch an extraordinary providence, 
to be upon your watch ; to give all diligence to get, 
and keep yourſelves, in a ſtate of actual readineſs for 
the coming of your Lord. Bleſſed is that ſervant, 
whom his 2d, when be cometh, ſhall find ſo doing. 


I conclude with ſaying, the ſhaking of the earth is 


a lively ' emblem, will be one. of the amazing 


N — dd. K 


indeed to be poſſeſſed of an holy awe and reverence 


— 99 


fore-runners, of that awful day of God, in which the 


heavens ſhall paſs away with a great noiſe, and the ele- 


ments melt with fervent heat, the earth alſo, and the 
works that are therein, be burnt up. And ſince thts 
day of God will come, and is haſtening upon us,what 
manner of perſons ought we to be in all holy conver- 
ſation and godlineſs! Wherefore, beloved, ſeeing that 
ye look for fuch things, be diligent that ye may be 
found of him in peace, without ſpot and blameleſs. | 


AMEN 
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APPENDIX 

Giving a ſummary Account of the late 
EARTHQUAKE. | 


N the morning, November 18th, about 15 minutes after 
4, the air calm and the heavens bright, came on the 
moſt ſurprizing ſhock of an earthquake that was eve 
| felt, ſo far as we know, in this part of the world. | 
did not my ſelf perceive any noiſe diſtin from that 
which was occaſion'd by the crackling of the houſe, Where! 

was, and the diſturbance of the moveables in it; but many 
others, and, among theſe, ſuch as were awake, and had rife 
from their beds to proſecute their buſineſs, ſay, that it was 
both preceded, and accompanied, with a conſiderable noiſe, 
like that of diſtant thunder, or a ſudden hard guſt of ' ruſhing 
wind. The ſhock was gradual, increaſing in its ſtrength for about 
a minute, It then very ſenſibly abated, giving us room to hope 
it was going off; when, on à ſudden, it returned with greater 
violence than before, ſo as that our houſes heaved, and rocked, $ 
if they would have fallen to pieces. It continued at this height 
not above half a minute, gradually decreaſing till we had no more 
any perception of it, | 

There are yarious opinions concerning the preciſe time of its 
continuance, Some ſay, it laſted 4, or 5, or 6 minutes, Others 
think it was over in ne. Thoſe, as I imagine, come neareſt 
the truth, ho fix it at about 3 minutes. | 

The effects were very conſiderable, Not to mention the fear- 
ful clattering that was made by our doors, windows, and walls; 
nor the damage we received by the breaking of our brittle ware, 
and the bruiſing of our pewter, which was thrown from the ſhelves: 
I ſay, paſſing over theſe ſmaller articles, many chimnies, it is tho't 
ſeveral ſcores, were broken off near the top of our houſes, and 
thrown down. A leſs number, it may be 20, were cracked'thro',all 
round, a few feet from the top; and ſome of them ſtrangely diſſocat· 
od, and turned from their former poſition, Perhaps, a 1000 or 1509 


(+367): 
imnies have been more lightly damaged in various degrees 


he caves, were broken in, cither by the violence with which they 

ere ſhook, or by the falling of the chimnies ov them. It is faid,, 
hat many clocks'and watches were ſtop d, by the ſudden and 
t agitation that was gives them ; tho* this was not the caſe 
vith mine. And fome wells have not ſince yielded any water, 
de ſprings that fed them having been, in one way or another, 


bubliſhed from his perſonal view of it.“ A diſtiller's ciſtern, 
nade of plank, almoſt new, and very ſtrongly put together, 
was burſt to pieces by the agitation of the liquor in it; which 
was thrown out with ſuch force as to break down one whole ſide 
of the ſhed that defended the ciſtern from the water, as alſo to 


cet from it. | f 
Theſe are the principal effects of this great Earthquake in this 
own, We now know, that it was of very large extent; reach- 
ing fromCaſco-Bay northeaſtward toPhilagelptia ſouthweltward, 4 
inc, on the ſea-coaſt, of more than 500 miles: And it was felt alſo 
*hin land a great way, We have not had accounts as yet from 
the molt diſtant Engliſh ſettlements 3 but doubtleſs they had all 
a very ſtrong perception of it. It does not appear to have 
been equally violent in all places throughout this extent; tho? it 
was more ſo than was ever known before, From Ca/co-Bay, on 
the northeaſt, it is faid, © the ſhock was much as we had it in 
this town.” From Philadelphia on the ſouthweſt, they write, On 
ueſday morning, Nev. 78th, we had a ſmart ſhock of an carth- 
Wquakec, which laſted about two minutes.” And in all the interme- 


The effects, in many of our towns, were as conſiderable as in 
a number of chimnies, there were 4 or 5 chaſms, or openings, 


out. In Scituate, near the large dwdlling- houſe of Mr. Bailey, 
there was 7 openings of the ground, which fill remain i- 
ble; one of them — — — 
within a few rods of it. From theſe have iſſued large quantities 
of water, and (at the loweſt computation) 1ocart'loads of a 
ſtrange ſort of earth, as fine as flower, and of à whitciſh\ com- 
plection. The houſe itſelf was moſt awfully ſhook ; the chi 
levelled with the roof; molt of the ceiling fractured into 17 
parts, and in many places ſeparated from the ſides of the rooms; 
« new calc of drawers thrown, down; and tho't to be irreparably 


five off a board or two from a fence, at the diſtance of 8 or 10 


ofs of ſome houſes, and the gable ends of a few others as far as 


opped. One more effect wotthy of notice, a gentleman has thus |. 


— 


diate places it aroſe to a ſurprizing height. = . 
this, if not more ſo, In Pembroke, beſides the breaking down of | | 
made in the earth, from whence both water and ſand were throw 
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